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Geography curriculum at Steeton Primary School 
 

Intent 
At Steeton Primary School, it is our intention that our pupils explore geography in an enquiry-based learning approach. Our bespoke geography curriculum covers the National Curriculum and means 
our pupils will understand people, places and environments of the local area, the UK and the world. 
Geography has a high profile within our school and is taught alongside history primarily through a topic-based approach in an engaging and interesting way. The whole school geography overview and 
progression of knowledge and skills means that the National Curriculum is taught in a systematic way meaning children know more and remember more. Progression of knowledge and skills is outlined 
so that are our end points at the end of each phase is clear to all teachers. It is clear to see what children have learnt previously in the phase before and what they will be learning in the next phase 
of their geography education. 
In order to promote maximum progression we centred our geography curriculum around the research-based approach of repeated concepts. Through the use of revisiting concepts both within the 
year and over the years means that knowledge is embedded and children make clear links in their learning.  
We want our children to be curious and fascinated with the world and be able to compare their local geographical area to other places in the world. 
Children will have the opportunity to have first-hand experiences and explore their local area and conduct field work in their local area. Children receive high quality academic learning experiences which 
is enriched with our ‘Pupil Offer’ which provides many rich and relevant experiences beyond the classroom.  
  

Implementation 
The geography curriculum at our school is bespoke and has been designed for the children in our school to ensure the National Curriculum is covered in a logical way. In EYFS, children learn about their 
immediate environment and begin to learn about some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries as well as exploring the natural world around them. In KS1 and 
KS2 children progressively develop knowledge of many different locations and environments throughout the world. They are able to understand maps, research, investigate and explain differences 
and changes in different countries and make comparisons.  
The whole school geography overview is followed, meaning geography is taught in a systematic way. All geography lessons will be planned around at least one of our four concepts: 
 
    
 
 
 

         Locational and                          Human geography                                 Physical geography                                 Skills and fieldwork 
       place knowledge                                                                                   
 
Each geography topic is introduced with a ‘Big Idea’ question, to give children a purpose to their work. Throughout the topic we teach lessons and children complete activities and research that lead 
up to answering the Big Idea at the end of the topic. The learning in lessons will equip children with the knowledge and understanding so they are able to answer the question with confidence.   
Children will have the opportunity to work independently, in pair and in groups through different styles of lessons and learning in the classroom is often enriched, through our Pupil Offer with external 
visitors and educational visits to engage and develop a genuine interest in the geographical content being taught.  
 
Children in EYFS will go on many local walks, observing and discussing the natural and human world around them. Children in KS1 and KS2 will have opportunity to use fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.   

Impact 
As children at Steeton Primary School progress throughout the school, they develop understanding of their local area and its place within a wider geographical context. This starts in the Early Years 
and leads to investigative fieldwork in KS2. They have an appreciation for our local geography and can make comparisons to other environments throughout the world. The carefully planned 
progression of skills and knowledge means they know more and remember more about geographical concepts and are able to do more in term of fieldwork and geographical observations. The 
progression of knowledge and skills is clearly outlined so that there is a clear end point for each phase. Teachers know what the children have previously learnt and are able to build on this. They also 
know what children will be taught in the next phase and can get them ready for this. 
Children understand geographical concepts and vocabulary and can make links from previous learning. Children enjoy learning about the world, both in a local and worldwide context. 
Teacher’s assess children’s learning in every lesson and give feedback, support and challenge where appropriate. Children’s answers in lessons, combined with work in their L4L books and answers to 
the Big Idea each half term give teachers a good picture of the children’s acquisition of knowledge and understanding over a longer period of time. Geography is discussed in Phase and Leadership 
Curriculum Impact Meetings and parents are kept informed of their child’s progress at parents’ evenings, through school reports and work is celebrated through School Ping. 

  



 

Geography National Curriculum and EYFS Statutory Framework 
 

EYFS  
 
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the Geography National Curriculum taught in the rest of the school. Level expected at the End of EYFS: 
Understanding the World 
People, Culture and Communities ELG: 
• describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps 
• know some similarities and differences between different religion and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
• make explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps 

 
Understanding the World  
The Natural World ELG: 
• explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants 
• know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
• understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter 

 
 
KS1 National Curriculum 
 
Locational and Place Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country 

Human Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

- key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 
Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of   hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on 
a map 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 



 

 

 
EYFS Overview 

 

 

 

KS2 National Curriculum 
 
Locational and Place Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 
North or South America 

 
Human Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 
-types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
 

Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 
-climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 



 

Steeton primary school History and Geography Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Steeton primary school History and Geography Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression of knowledge and skills 

 

  

 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Building on EYFS knowledge of their own environment, children start 
to learn the names of key places in the UK beyond their immediate 
environment. Children also learn the names of the world’s oceans 
and continents. 
 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places. They should develop knowledge about the world, 
the United Kingdom. 

Children can: 
• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 

and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 

Building on KS1 knowledge of the UK, children begin to explore more 
of the world, understand how the world has zones and the 
significance of those zones. Locating places and features 
accurately on maps also becomes a focus. 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding 
beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, South America and Africa. 
 
Children develop their understanding, recognising and identifying 
key physical and human geographical features. 

Children can: 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps, concentrating on 

environmental regions and key physical and human 
characteristics 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying human and physical characteristics including hills, 
mountains, rivers and seas, and how a place has changed 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 

 

Building on LKS2 knowledge, children begin to explore more countries in Europe 
and North and Central America using maps to find these locations. Children use 
their knowledge of longitude, latitude, coordinates and indexes to locate places. 
Compared to LKS2, children focus more on finding locations outside of the UK. 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area 
to include the United Kingdom and Europe, Central and South America.  

Children develop their understanding of recognising and identifying key physical 
and human geographical features of the world. 

Children can: 
• use maps to locate the world’s countries with a focus on Europe and 

South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom and the 
world, identifying their physical features, including mountains and land-
use patterns; showing change over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and use longitude and latitude 
to find locations on a map  
 

  

Children begin to compare places in the UK with a place outside of 
the UK. This builds on EYFS knowledge and understanding of the 
world, people and communities. Children can apply the skills of 
observing similarities and differences to places as well as people. 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places. They should develop knowledge about the world, 
the United Kingdom and their locality. Children begin to understand 
basic vocabulary relating to human and physical geography. 

Children can: 
• compare the UK with a contrasting country in the world 
• compare a local city/town in the UK with a contrasting 

city/town in a different country 
 

Children develop vocabulary relating to physical and human 
geographical features. They begin to develop the skills of 
comparing regions, by focusing on specific features. Children 
focus on comparing regions of the UK in depth and compare this 
to a region in Europe and in South America. 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Children can understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and a region 
within South America. 

Children can: 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through 

the study of human geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region of Europe and South America  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region of Europe and South America  
 

Children develop their analytical skills by comparing areas of the UK with areas 
outside of the UK, specifically Central and North America. They will have a 
deeper knowledge of diverse places, people, resources, natural, and human 
environments. They can make links to places outside of the UK and where they 
live. Children are encouraged to conduct independent research, asking and 
answering questions. 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Children can understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North/Central America. 

Children can: 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Europe 
and North/Central America 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Europe 
and North/Central America 
 

 

Locational and place knowledge  



 

EYFS, KS1, LKS2, UKS2 

LKS2 

UKS2 

KS1 (locate continents and oceans)  
LKS2 & UKS2 (locate countries) 

KS1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locational and place knowledge  



 

 

 

  

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Building on EYFS knowledge of how environments may vary. Children 
begin to learn about the human features of geography. Starting to 
understand about the impact of humans on the earth. 
 
 
 
 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Children will understand key human geographical features of the world.  

Children can: 
• understand the key human features, including: city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 
• understand other important key human geographical features of 

the world 
• starting to understand about the impact of humans on the earth. 

Children have a stronger understanding of the difference between 
physical and human geography. They use more precise vocabulary, 
explaining the processes of physical and human geography and their 
significance, building on KS1 knowledge of the impact of humans on the 
earth. 
 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Explain the impact of humans on the earth in terms of land use, 
settlements and their direct connection to physical changes. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use 
• human geography (with a focus on food, jobs and schools) 
• human geography (with a focus on trade links and farming) 
• human geography (with a focus on the impact of humans on the 

earth) 
 

Children deepen their understanding of the difference between 
physical and human geography. They can explain the terminology of 
both aspects of geography with a range of examples. They spend 
time exploring human geography and the impact humans have on 
the world. They focus on trade links, resources and the distribution 
of resources around the world.  
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction between 
physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 
landscapes and environments. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use 
• human geography (with a focus on economic activity, food) 
• human geography (with a focus on trade links and farming and 

distribution of natural resources including energy and minerals 
and water) 

• human geography (with a focus on the impact of humans on the 
earth) 

 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Building on EYFS knowledge of how environments may vary. 
Children begin to learn about the physical features of geography. 
 
 
 
 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Children will understand key physical geographical features of the 
world.  

Children can: 
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom(covered in Science Week ‘Seasonal Change’ and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles 

• understand the key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather 

• understand other important key physical geographical 
features of the world 

Children have a stronger understanding of the difference between 
physical and human geography. They use more precise vocabulary, 
explaining the processes of physical and human geography and their 
significance.  
 
 
 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Explain how physical features have formed, why they are significant and 
how they can change. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
• physical geography, (including: climate zones, biomes, tornadoes) 
• physical geography, (including: climate, island formation, coastlines) 
• physical geography (including bodies of water and the water cycle) 
 

Children deepen their understanding of the difference between physical 
and human geography. They can explain the terminology of both 
aspects of geography with a range of examples. They spend time 
exploring human geography and the impact humans have on the world. 
They focus on trade links, resources and the distribution of resources 
around the world. Children also learn about the different types of 
mountains. 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Explain how physical features have formed, why they are significant and 
how they can change. Children can understand how these are 
interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change 
over time. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use 
of landscapes and environments. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
• physical geography, (including: climate zones, and vegetation belts, 

earthquakes, tsunamis ) 
• physical geography (with a focus on mountains) 
• physical geography (including rivers and biomes) 

Human geography 

physical geography 



 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Building on EYFS knowledge of their own environment, children begin 
to use maps to locate places and name features using keys and 
symbols. Children also begin to look at how the environment has 
changed over time. 
 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Children can interpret geographical information from a range of 
sources. They can communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways. 

Children can: 
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, 

continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
• use simple compass directions and locational and directional 

vocabulary to describe the location of features and routes on 
a map 

• devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

• use aerial photographs to recognize landmarks 
• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 

geography of the surrounding area, including key human and 
physical features, using a range of methods 

 

Children begin to develop their map skills. They will be able to 
identify features on a map through the use of symbols and keys. 
Children begin to use fieldwork skills to monitor and explain 
patterns in human and physical features. 
 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Children collect, analyse and communicate a range of data gathered 
through fieldwork that deepens their understanding of 
geographical processes. They interpret a range of sources of 
geographical information including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs. 

Children can: 
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied 
• use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps), to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using sketch maps, plans 
and digital technologies 
 

Children build on their map skills by communicating locations through grid 
references and coordinates, they are able to build on their knowledge of 
symbols and keys from previous phases. Children observe and record the 
changes of human features over time. 
 
KS2 Geography National Curriculum 
Children will become confident in collecting, analysing, and communicating a 
range of data. Children can explain how the Earth’s features are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time. 

Children can: 
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human features 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills and fieldwork 



 

 Whole School ‘Big Idea’ Questions 

 

Year B KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Autumn 1 Where does our food come from? What are the best things to see and do in Italy? Why was cacao so important to the Mayans? 

Autumn 2 How do we know the dinosaurs existed? 
Would you rather live during the Iron Age or the Stone 
Age? How has archaeology unlocked the past? 

Spring 1 Why do we have a monarch? 

 
The Romans were good for Britain.  
Do you agree with this statement? 
 

What did the Vikings ever do for us? 

Spring 2 Where do we live? Why should people visit West Yorkshire? Why is Steeton a desirable place to live? 

Summer 1 Where does our rubbish go? How can humans minimise the threats to habitats? What is meant by ‘fast fashion’ and what impact are  
synthetic materials having on the environment? 

Summer 2 How can you win the World Cup? 
 
Classical music is the best type of musical style. 
Do you agree with this statement? 

Is magic real? 

Year A KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Autumn 1 Have cars changed our lives? 
 
How has the way people communicate changed over 
time? 

How have medical inventions changed over time? 

Autumn 2 How is Keighley like Kenya? 
 
Would you rather live in Bradford, Brussels or Brasilia? 
 

Would you rather live in Manchester, Monaco or 
Mexico? 

Spring 1 Is weather dangerous? Why is water important? What is a mountain and how is it formed? 

Spring 2 What do we know about France? Why us Greece a popular tourist destination? What is it like to live in Egypt in 2023? 

Summer 1 Who was Samuel Pepys? Would you rather be from Athens or Sparta? Who was Tutankhamun? 

Summer 2 Was children’s TV better in the past? Is there a future for cinema? Has the theatre always been popular? 


