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 History curriculum at Steeton Primary School 
 

Intent 
At Steeton Primary School, it is our intention that our pupils explore the past in exciting and challenging ways. Our bespoke history curriculum covers the National Curriculum and means our pupils will 
know of the importance of cultural, national and international history and how this has shaped the world. History has a high profile within our school and is taught alongside geography primarily 
through a topic-based approach in an engaging and interesting way. The whole school history overview and progression of knowledge and skills means that the National Curriculum is taught in a 
systematic way meaning children know more and remember more. Progression of knowledge and skills is outlined so that are our end points at the end of each phase is clear to all teachers. It is 
clear to see what children have learnt previously in the phase before and what they will be learning in the next phase of their history education. 
 
In order to promote maximum progression we centred our history curriculum around the research-based approach of repeated concepts. The use of revisiting concepts both within the year and 
over the years means that knowledge is embedded and children make clear links in their learning.  
History lessons teach children the historical knowledge and opportunities to extend their skills through information finding, analysis, evaluation and communication opportunities, alongside being 
tolerant individuals. Children receive high quality academic learning experiences which is enriched with our ‘Pupil Offer’ which provides many rich and relevant experiences beyond the classroom.  
  

Implementation 
The history curriculum at our school is bespoke and has been designed for the children in our school to ensure the National Curriculum is covered in a logical way. In EYFS, children begin to learn 
about the past and the present through the lives of people around them and from books and storytelling. In KS1 children develop their knowledge of the past, within their living memory and also 
learn about significant events and people from history as well as a local history study. In KS2 a chronological approach to the history curriculum has been taken. Children will study specific periods in 
logical order. They will deepen their understanding of chronology from ancient to modern history through topic-based learning. 
 
The whole school history overview is followed, meaning history is taught in a systematic way. Substantive knowledge such as key historical terms and dates are outlined in the medium term plans 
and the vocabulary progression documents, these are seen as our first order concepts. Our second order concepts, which is the way in which children will be able to understand, make links and 
organise their knowledge will be taught through KS1 and KS2 are:  
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Each history topic is introduced with a ‘Big Idea’ question, to give children a purpose to their work and to ultimately deepen their historical reasoning. Throughout the topic we teach lessons and 
children complete activities and research that lead up to answering the Big Idea at the end of the topic. The learning in lessons will equip children with the knowledge and understanding so they are 
able to answer the question with confidence.   
Children will have the opportunity to work independently, in pair and in groups through different styles of lessons and learning in the classroom is often enriched, through our Pupil Offer with 
external visitors and educational visits to engage and develop a genuine interest in the historical content being taught.  

Impact 
Children at Steeton Primary School have a genuine thirst for historical knowledge. They know more and remember more about history as they make their way through their primary education. The 
progression of knowledge and skills is clearly outlined so that there is a clear end point for each phase. Teachers know what the children have previously learnt and are able to build on this. They also 
know what children will be taught in the next phase and can get them ready for this. 
Children understand historical concepts and vocabulary and can make links from previous learning. Children have a good understanding of cultural, national and international history and how this has 
shaped the world. They enjoy history lessons and see the importance of learning about history.  
 
Teacher’s assess children’s learning in every lesson and give feedback, support and challenge where appropriate. Children’s answers in lessons, combined with work in their L4L books and answers to 
the Big Idea each half term give teachers a good picture of the children’s acquisition of knowledge and understanding over a longer period of time. History is discussed in Phase and Leadership 
Curriculum Impact Meetings and parents are kept informed of their child’s progress at parents’ evenings, through school reports and work is celebrated through School Ping.  
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History National Curriculum and EYFS Statutory Framework 
EYFS  
We have selected the Early Learning Goals that link most closely to the History National Curriculum taught in the rest of the school. Level expected at the End of EYFS: 
Understanding the World 
Past and Present ELG: 
• Describe talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
• Know some of the similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling  

 
KS1 National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 
• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

 

KS2 National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

• a local history study 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world; 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin 
(West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 



Steeton primary school History and Geography Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steeton primary school History and Geography overview 

 

 



progression of knowledge and skills 

 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum: 
Pupils should identify similarities and differences between 
ways of life in different periods. 

Children should choose and use parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features 
of events. 
Children can: 
• recognise some similarities and differences between the past 

and the present 
• identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 

different periods 
• know and recount episodes from stories and significant 

events in history 
• understand that there are reasons why people in the past 

acted as they did 
• describe significant individuals from the past  

KS2 History National Curriculum: 
Children should note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

Children can: 
• find out about the everyday lives of people in time studied 

compared with our life today 
• identify key features, aspects and events of the time 

studied 
• describe connections and contrasts between aspects of 

history, people, events and artefacts studied 

KS2 History National Curriculum: 
Pupils should deepen their understanding of connections, 
contrasts and trends over time. 

Children can: 
• describe the key features of the past, including attitudes, 

beliefs and the everyday lives of men, women and children 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum: 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common 
words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should 
know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework. 
 

Children can: 
• sequence artefacts and events that are close together in 

time 
• order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines 
• sequence pictures from different periods 
• describe memories and changes that have happened in 

their own lives  

KS2 History National Curriculum: 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they 
study. 
 

Children can: 
• sequence several events, artefacts or historical figures on a 

timeline using dates, including those that are sometimes 
further apart, and terms related to the unit being studied and 
passing of time 

• understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before Christ) 
and AD (Anno Domini) 

KS2 History National Curriculum: 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
 

Children can: 
• order an increasing number of significant events, 

movements and dates on a timeline using dates 
accurately 

• accurately use dates and terms to describe historical 
events 

• understand and describe in some detail the main changes to 
an aspect in a period in history 

• understand how some historical events/periods occurred 
concurrently in different locations  

Similarity, Difference and Significance  

Chronology 



 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
• identify things in the past that have shaped their lives today 

KS2 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
• note key changes over a period of time and be able to give 

reasons for those changes 
• explain how people and events in the past have influenced life 

today 
• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main 

events and changes in history 
 

KS2 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
• identify and note connections, contrasts and trends over 

time in the everyday lives of people 
• examine causes and results of great events and the 

impact these had on people  

 

 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

KS1 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
• talk, write and draw about things from the past 
• use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the 

past 
• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases 

to find out about the past 
• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers 

to questions about the past 
• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 
• identify some of the different ways the past has been 

represented 

  

KS2 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
•    present, communicate and organise ideas about the past 

(examples include: models, drama role play and different 
genres of writing including letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters and guides) 

•   start to present ideas based on their own research about 
a studied period use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past 

•   use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry 
in order to gain a more accurate understanding of history 

•   describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining 
some of the reasons why the accounts may differ 
  

KS2 History National Curriculum: 

Children can: 
• present, communicate and organise ideas from the past 

using different genres of writing (examples include: 
instructions, accounts, diaries, letters, information/travel 
guides, posters, news reports) 

• plan and present a self-directed project or research about 
the studied period 

• use and select sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past giving reasons for choice 

• understand that no single source of evidence gives the full 
answer to questions about the past 

 

 

 

 

 

Cause and Consequence 

Investigate and Interpret 



Whole School ‘Big Idea’ Questions 

  
Year B KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Autumn 1 Where does our food come from? What are the best things to see and do in Italy? Why was cacao so important to the Mayans? 

Autumn 2 How do we know the dinosaurs existed? Would you rather live during the Iron Age or the Stone 
Age? 

How has archaeology unlocked the past? 

Spring 1 Why do we have a monarch? 

 
The Romans were good for Britain.  
Do you agree with this statement? 
 

What did the Vikings ever do for us? 

Spring 2 Where do we live? Why should people visit West Yorkshire? Why is Steeton a desirable place to live? 

Summer 1 Where does our rubbish go? How can humans minimise the threats to habitats? What is meant by ‘fast fashion’ and what impact are  
synthetic materials having on the environment? 

Summer 2 How can you win the World Cup? 
 
Classical music is the best type of musical style. 
Do you agree with this statement? 

Is magic real? 

Year A KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Autumn 1 Have cars changed our lives? 
 
How has the way people communicate changed over 
time? 

How have medical inventions changed over time? 
 

Autumn 2 How is Keighley like Kenya? 
 
Would you rather live in Bradford, Brussels or Brasilia? 
 

Would you rather live in Manchester, Monaco or 
Mexico? 

Spring 1 Is weather dangerous? Why is water important? What is a mountain and how is it formed? 

Spring 2 What do we know about France? Why us Greece a popular tourist destination? What is it like to live in Egypt in 2023? 

Summer 1 Who was Samuel Pepys? Would you rather be from Athens or Sparta? Who was Tutankhamun? 

Summer 2 Was children’s TV better in the past? Is there a future for cinema? Has the theatre always been popular? 


